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PREPARING PRESCHOOLERS
FOR SUCCESS
When JSHC first opened in 1949 as the “Children’s Speech Correction Clinic,”
our main goal was to provide service to all Jacksonville
children in need of speech therapy so that they would
be able to live unhindered by communication
disorders. Although our organization has since
expanded its services, 70 years later the Clinic’s initial
mission lives on through our Preschool Screening
Initiative and preschool screenings.
Since 2013, the Preschool Screening Initiative has
provided speech-language screenings to children
between the ages of 2-5 at their preschools and
daycares. All childcare centers that participate in the
Initiative are located in Duval County’s Health Zone 1,
where poverty is most prevalent in the City of
Jacksonville. These screenings are comprehensive
and come at no cost to the children’s families. In addition to the screenings
provided through the Initiative, we also provide screenings to private and
charter preschools, which typically solicit our services.
(Continued on Page 3)

MAIL PANEL (non-print area)
Jacksonville Speech & Hearing Center
40 E. Adams Street, Suite LL20
Jacksonville, FL 32202

INDICIA PLACEMENT

JSHC TRIVIA:

(508 more patients than last year)

During the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year, JSHC served 508 mo

for uninsured and underinsured patients

(410 more than last year)

(298 more than last year)

ore patients than the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year!

PREPARING PRESCHOOLERS FOR SUCCESS
(CONTINUED)
Within the past fiscal year, our Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) have
found that untreated speech and language delay is present in 67 percent of the
children we screen in Jacksonville’s Health Zone 1. This number is 57
percentage points higher than the national average of 10 percent.
A child’s ability to speak, hear, and understand language effectively will deeply
impact their capacity to comprehend and apply everything that is taught to them
in the classroom—ranging from math, science, the arts, and basic social skills. A
child with an untreated speech-language disorder will experience impediments in
sharing their answers with the class, raising questions about areas of confusion,
and interacting with other classmates during group work. When a preschooler
has delayed or disordered speech or language, they are more likely to have poor
self-esteem, behavior problems, and poor reading skills by the third grade, if left untreated.
Brittany Mitrick, CCC-SLP notes the importance of JSHC’s Preschool Screening Initiative, stating, “It allows us to provide speech
and language screenings for children that may not otherwise have that opportunity. Early intervention is paramount to future
school success.”
During the last fiscal year, we screened 241 preschoolers over the course of 28 different preschool visits. We hope to continue
expanding this number in the upcoming year in order to meet the growing needs of the Jacksonville community.

2020 VISION: LYNNE ELLIOTT BECOMES
JSHC BOARD CHAIR
The JSHC Board is proud to announce a new slate of Board Officers for 18-month terms. Medtronic
Divisional Director Lynne Elliott succeeded Haskell President & CEO Jim O’Leary as JSHC Board
Chair on July 1st. Medtronic is the world’s largest medical device company.
Elliott brings strong foresight, business acumen, and leadership experience to JSHC that will ensure
its ongoing growth and success into the future. Elliott is participating in Medtronic’s elite Global
Leadership Program. Prior to working at Medtronic, Elliott was an executive at Johnson & Johnson,
where she led teams responsible for million-dollar projects. Elliott is a proud alumna of Leadership
Jacksonville (Class of 2014). In 2017, she received Jacksonville Business Journal’s “Women of
Influence Award.”
Serving with Elliott on the Executive Committee are VP Corporate Controller of Treace Medical Concepts Kirk Brennan as Chair
Elect; Vice President of George Koury & Associates Angie Koury as Secretary; All Pro Asphalt Owner & President Ken Purcell as
Treasurer; and Haskell President & CEO Jim O’Leary as Immediate Past Chair. Additional leadership will come from BDO Partner
Jim White as Development Chair; One Call Care Management Senior Infrastructure Project Manager Anne Brittle as Governance
Chair; Embry-Riddle Associate Professor Linda Pittenger as Strategic Opportunities Chair; and JSHC President & CEO Mike
Howland.

FINISHING STRONG: FINFEST 2019
BREAKS ALL PRIOR RECORDS!

We’re grateful to FinFest Chairs Matt & Seana McAfee, Honorary Chairs Peter & Nancy Bragan, Jr.; Artis & Enola Gay
Gilmore; Mark & Samantha Lowery; and Tom & Kathy VanOsdol, as well as our generous sponsors, donors, attendees,
and Board Members, who helped us take FinFest 2019 to the next level!
Special thanks to the Delores Barr Weaver Fund for providing us with an incredible $35,000 match challenge and the
Jessie Ball duPont Fund for providing us with a generous $5,000 match challenge to amplify our donors’ community
impact.
Together, we netted a record $186,466 before all matches--a $30,000 increase from last year’s FinFest! We’re also pleased
to announce that we’ve met both matches, which will enable us to provide even more services to individuals in Northeast
Florida facing communication challenges.
Attendance also was higher than ever before, with more than 350 guests coming to celebrate our mission in their beachy
best. We look forward to seeing FinFest continue to grow in its success next year.
. Be sure to mark your calendars for FinFest 2020, which will take place on Saturday, May 30, 2020 at Timuquana Country
Club! Those interested in helping us plan FinFest 2020, or in donor/sponsorship opportunities, can contact Director of
Development Jackie Culver at (904) 717-6934 or JCulver@shcjax.org.

